EAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, LA., 


TRAPOLIN DENIES 
1 LEVY’S REQUEST 

Won t Make Transcript 
Public, He Insists 


Ivor A. Trapolin, chairman of 
the Mayor’s Advisory Commit- 
, 'ee on Crime and Delinquency, 
Wednesday declined to accede 
to a request by City Chief Ad- 
ministrative Officer Bernard B. 

I Levy that he authorize making 
public a transcript of an inter- 
view he gave the New Orleans 
Police Department’s intelligence 
division regarding the existence 
| of organized crime in the city, 
i Levy, in a press conference 
I Wednesday afternoon, charged 
[that Trapolin “has cast sus- 
picion on the integrity of public 
1 officials” and expressed the be- 
lief that “the public interest 
will be served by a full public 
‘disclosure of the transcript of 
his interview with the Police De- 
partment.” 

“I will not permit it to.be re- 
leased,” replied Trapolin when 
questioned with regard to Levy’s 
request. “It was off the cuff. 
It was a confidential and infor- 
mal interview with the police 
with no preparation on. my 
part.” 

Trapolin, however, reported 
that he is preparing to give the 
police department additional in- 
formation, asserting that: “At; 
2:10 p. m. today I called the; 
intelligence division of the New 
Orleans Police Department and 
set up a conference for 3 o’clock 
Friday afternoon.” Levy’s City 
Hall press conference was at 
2:30 p. m. 

“I am asking Mr. Trapolin 
to put up or shut up,” Levy 
said after reading his prepared 
statement calling on Trapolin 
to permit his interview with the 
police intelligence division to 
be made public. 

Levy’s statement was as fol- 
lows: 

“In reviewing the various 
statements made during the 
public controversy over the so- 
called Trapolin Reports, I must 
now ask Mr. Trapolin to permit 
release of the transcript of an 
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interview conducted by the in- 
telligence division of the Police 
Department with him. 

“On June 17, I called upon 
Mr. Trapolin to substantiate the 
allegations which he made. 

“On June 18 by copy of a 
letter addressed to Superintend- 
ent of Police Joseph I. Giarrus- 
so, who was absent from the 
city, Mr. Trapolin replied that 
he had provided the Police De- 
partment with information rela- 
tive to his allegations. 

“On June 20, 1 asked Super- 
intendent Giarrusso, who had 
returned to the city, to provide 
me with any information fur- 
nished by Mr, Trapolin and at 
the same time to advise wheth- 
er I could make that informa- 
tion public. 

“On June 21, Superintendent 
Giarrusso replied that repre- 
sentatives of the Police Depart- 
ment had interviewed Mr. Tra- 
polin on April 22. 

“On June 20, Superintendent 
Giarrusso had asked Mr. Trapo- 
lin’s consent to release a tran- 
script of the interview. 

“Mr. Trapolin, in a tele- 
gram to the Superintendent dat- 
ed June 20, refused to do so. 

“Superintendent Giarrusso 
therefore informed me in his 
communication of June 21 that 
he could not provide me this 
information until Mr. Trapolin 
gave his consent. 

“Superintendent Giarrusso, 
in a press conference Monday, 


referred to a transcript of the 
interview, which was taped with 
Mr. Trapolin’s knowledge and 
consent. 

“I assume this is the infor- 
mation which Mr. Trapolin 
states he has provided to the 
Police Department. 

“I am now calling upon 
him to withdraw his refusal to 
allow the Superintendent to re- 
lease the transcript. 

“I am calling upon him to 
allow the City Government, the 
press, and the public, on the ba- 
sis of the information he provid- 
ed, to judge the validity of his 
charges. 

“In his telegram to Superin- 
tendent Giarrusso, Mr. Trapolin 
said: ‘This is to confinn that I 
do not give the Police Depart- 
ment permission to release any 
(information given to them in a 


confidential conference by me 
with Captain Thomas Drake. 1 
have been given substantial ad- 
ditional information since that 
date.’ 

“Upon receipt of this tele- ■ 
gram, the Police Department ■ 
| contacted Mr. Trapolin and re- 
quested another interview for J 
the purpose of obtaining the • 
substantial additional informa- * 
tion’ which Mr. Trapolin stated 1 
was in his possession. ; 

“Mr. Trapolin agreed to 
meet with police representatives 1 
for this purpose, but now, for 
some unexplained reason, I am 
advised he has changed his 
mmd and called off the inter- 
view. 

: “I can only conclude from 

this action on Mr. Trapolin’s 
part that the ‘substantial addi- 
tional information’ he has is of 
the same nature as that in his 
June 11 statement which ob- 
viously elicited the public state- 
ment issued by Councilman 
John J. Petre— for which I com- 
mend Mr. Petre. 

. (Petre in a statement which 
he issued Monday acknowledged 
that 25 years ago he had been 
associated with the operation of 
a racing handbook.) 

“Is this the sort of ‘evid- 
ence’ Mr. Trapolin says sup- 
ports his allegations that organ- 
ized crime is unchallenged in 
this city? And is it the sort of 1 
evidence upon which he based 
his broad and general allega- 
tions in his June 11 statement? 

“I s t r o n g I y support the 
views and position of Superin- 
tendent Giarrusso expressed in 
his statement of June 23. In my 
judgment the only ingredient : 
lacking in our Police Depart- 1 
ment for more effective law en- i 
forcement in this community is < 


more money for additional per- 
sonnel and equipment. 

“Mr. Trapolin has stated 
that the public must be made 
aware of the activities of organ- 
ized crime. He has cast suspi- 
cion on the integrity of public 
officials. 

“I believe the public inter- 
est will be served by a full pub- 


lic disclosure of the transcript 
of his interview with the Police 
Department. 

“Mr. Trapolin has made 
such a public issue of this that 
i he now has the duty to the pub- 
lic to permit release of the con- 
tents of his transcript. He can 
do no less if his sincerity is to 
be believed.” 



